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READ

Isaiah 40:9-11, CEB

Go up on a high mountain,
 messenger Zion!
Raise your voice and shout,
 messenger Jerusalem!
Raise it; don’t be afraid;
 say to the cities of Judah,
 “Here is your God!”
Here is the Lord God,
 coming with strength,
 with a triumphant arm,
 bringing his reward with him
 and his payment before him.
Like a shepherd, God will tend the �ock;
 he will gather lambs in his arms
 and li� them onto his lap.
 He will gently guide the nursing ewes.

WONDER

• I wonder how God has gently led you?
• I wonder how it feels to be carried in God’s arms?
• I wonder when you have felt close to God’s heart?

PRAY

Loving God,
You are the Good Shepherd.
Help us to feel close to your heart as you gently lead us.
And help us to remember you will carry us in your arms when we need you.
Amen.
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READ

Psalm 68:4-6, CEB

Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Exalt the one who rides the clouds!
"e Lord is his name.
Celebrate before him!
Father of orphans and defender of widows
is God in his holy habitation.
God settles the lonely in their homes;
he sets prisoners free with happiness,
but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.

WONDER

• I wonder who counts as rebellious and why do they live in the parched land?
• I wonder what is God’s holy habitation?
• I wonder why God is defending orphans and widows?
• I wonder if the Psalm talks about having a home rather than a house that can 

keep you from being lonely?

PRAY

Dear God,
Remind us to always rejoice in your name. "ank you for protecting those in need. 
Protect the lonely and the prisoners. Help us to accept your help when we need it 
most. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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READ

Psalm 68:7-11, CEB

When you went forth before your people, God,
when you marched through the wasteland, Selah
the earth shook!
Yes, heaven poured down
before God, the one from Sinai—
before God, the God of Israel!
You showered down abundant rain, God;
when your inheritance grew weary,
you restored it yourself,
and your creatures settled in it.
In your goodness, God,
you provided for the poor.
My Lord gives the command—
many messengers are bringing good news:

WONDER

• How does it make you feel to remember that God went before the Israelites as 
they wandered in the desert, and that God still goes before us today?

• Where can you #nd God’s presence during your struggles, challenges, or wil-
derness you may be walking through right now?

• How can you be one of the “many messengers” that bring the good news to 
others in the days ahead?

PRAY

Almighty God, how awesome it is to know that with all the wonder and beauty of 
creation you still make time for each one of us. You comfort and support in times 
of need, and you go before us to face the challenges that await us. "ank you for 
all the ways you have and continue to bless us. Amen.
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READ

Romans 16:1-2, CEB

I’m introducing our sister Phoebe to you, who is a servant of the church in 
Cenchreae. Welcome her in the Lord in a way that is worthy of God’s people, and 
give her whatever she needs from you, because she herself has been a sponsor of 
many people, myself included.

WONDER

• What could it mean to be welcomed in a way that is “worthy of God’s people”?
• When was a time when you were warmly welcomed?
• Where are times or places in your life where you can welcome people with 

whatever they need? How can you be better prepared to welcome them?

PRAY

Dear God of Hospitality, during this season of Advent as we wait expectantly to 
welcome the Christ Child, help us be open and aware of the times and places in 
our lives where we can welcome others. May we not only be prepared to welcome 
the Christ Child, but all the people who we have opportunities to welcome. May 
we have open hearts and open hands. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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READ

Romans 16:3-7, CEB

Say hello to Prisca and Aquila, my coworkers in Christ Jesus, who risked their 
own necks for my life. I’m not the only one who thanks God for them, but all the 
churches of the Gentiles do the same. Also say hello to the church that meets in 
their house. Say hello to Epaenetus, my dear friend, who was the #rst convert in 
Asia for Christ. Say hello to Mary, who has worked very hard for you. Say hello to 
Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and my fellow prisoners. "ey are prominent 
among the apostles, and they were in Christ before me.

WONDER

• What does it mean to acknowledge those who have helped you along your 
faith journey?

• Who can you think of that has been a huge in�uence in your faith journey?
• How would you feel if you were mentioned in this closing sentiment from 

Paul?
• What emotions do you think people like Prisca and Aquila were feeling when 

they saw or heard their name in Paul’s letter?

PRAY

Wonderful God, thank you for surrounding us with a plentiful variety of Chris-
tians that have come alongside our faith walk. Having this diversity allows us to 
see the many facets, challenges, joys, and hardships that come with being a Chris-
tian. Help me to acknowledge them and give my gratitude to them for what they 
have done for me. Help me to share my own knowledge and wisdom of what it 
means to be a Christian to the next generation. In your glorious name, we pray. 
Amen.
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READ

Romans 16:8-16, CEB

Say hello to Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. Say hello to Urbanus, our 
co-worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. Say hello to Apelles, who is tried 
and true in Christ. Say hello to the members of the household of Aristobulus. 
Say hello to my relative Herodion. Say hello to the members of the household 
of Narcissus who are in the Lord. Say hello to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who are 
workers for the Lord. Say hello to my dear friend Persis, who has worked hard in 
the Lord. Say hello to Rufus, who is an outstanding believer, along with his moth-
er and mine. Say hello to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the 
brothers and sisters who are with them. Say hello to Philologus and Julia, Nereus 
and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. Say hello to each 
other with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ say hello to you.

WONDER

• I wonder how each person Paul names feels as they hear their name read aloud 
– recognized as part of the team.

• How does it feel to be truly seen and embraced for who you are?
• How does encountering God in others as we meet, break bread, and are sent 

forth into the world to share the love of God change your relationship to oth-
ers?

• What is one tangible way I can recognize my co-labourers and greet them as 
Paul greets his friends and co-labourers in Christ?

PRAY

Gracious and loving God, you are ever ready to welcome us into your loving arms, 
greeting all of us as your beloved children. Help me to remember that I am always 
seen and embraced for who you created me to be. Give me eyes to see the beauty 
you’ve created all around me in the people I encounter today. Give me the arms to 
embrace them, welcoming them into your love. Amen.
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READ

Matthew 21:8-11, CEB

Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. Others cut palm branches o$ 
the trees and spread them on the road. "e crowds in front of him and behind him 
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
the whole city was stirred up. “Who is this?” they asked. "e crowds answered, 
“It’s the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

WONDER

• I wonder how it felt to be part of the crowd welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem.
• I wonder how the disciples felt as they saw Jesus being welcomed as a person of 

power and authority.
• “Hosanna” originally meant “please, save us!” I wonder what the people 

thought Jesus was saving them from.
• "e people in Jesus’ day put branches and coats down on the road to show 

honour to him. How might we show honour to Jesus today?

PRAY

Hosanna in the highest! We honour and praise you today, as people did long ago. 
Bring peace where there is con�ict and hope where all seems hopeless. Help us to 
welcome you into our lives and our world. Amen.


