
February 27

View



READ

Genesis 2:7-9, CEB

the Lord God formed the human from the topsoil of the fertile land and blew 
life’s breath into his nostrils. �e human came to life. �e Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden in the east and put there the human he had formed. In the fertile 
land, the Lord God grew every beautiful tree with edible fruit, and also he grew 
the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.

WONDER

• When do you feel the breath of God?
• If you feel it, how would you use it in your life?

PRAY

God of love, thank you for giving us your love and hope in our lives so we can live 
and grow in your grace. With your breath, we also can breathe in this beautiful 
world, feel the mystery of life, and grow in your love. Let us not forget and live a 
life of sharing love and breath with others as children of God. Amen.



February 28

View



READ

Genesis 2:15-17, CEB

�e Lord God took the human and settled him in the garden of Eden to farm it 
and to take care of it. �e Lord God commanded the human, “Eat your !ll from 
all of the garden’s trees; but don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, because on the day you eat from it, you will die!”

WONDER

• How did Adam know how to farm and take care of the land?
• How can we take better care of God’s creation?
• Do we know right from wrong because they ate from the tree of knowledge?
• Since we have knowledge of right and wrong, can we make good choices?
• What is a good choice you have made lately?

PRAY

Loving God,
�ank you for the gi# of this earth and for trusting us to care for it.
Help us to make good choices that re$ect your love.
Amen.
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READ

Genesis 2:21-25, CEB

So the Lord God put the human into a deep and heavy sleep, and took one of his 
ribs and closed up the $esh over it. With the rib taken from the human, the Lord 
God fashioned a woman and brought her to the human being. �e human said,
“�is one !nally is bone from my bones and $esh from my $esh.
She will be called a woman because from a man she was taken.”
�is is the reason that a man leaves his father and mother and embraces his wife, 
and they become one $esh. �e two of them were naked, the man and his wife, 
but they weren’t embarrassed.

WONDER

• Do you think there is meaning to the woman coming from the man’s side and 
not his head or his feet?

• What does it mean for a man to leave his mother and father and embrace his 
wife?

• How are man and woman made of the same substance, yet di%erent and 
unique?

• Why weren’t the man and woman embarrassed even though they were naked?

PRAY

Loving God, Creator of us all, thank you for creating me and every person that I 
meet, in your image. Help me to celebrate who I am. Help me to be the best ver-
sion of the person that you created me to be. Use me to encourage others that they 
too are created in your image and are your beloved child. Amen.
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READ

Genesis 3:1-7, CEB

Knowledge, not eternal life
�e snake was the most intelligent of all the wild animals that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say that you shouldn’t eat from 
any tree in the garden?”
�e woman said to the snake, “We may eat the fruit of the garden’s trees but not 
the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden. God said, ‘Don’t eat from it, and 
don’t touch it, or you will die.’”
�e snake said to the woman, “You won’t die! God knows that on the day you 
eat from it, you will see clearly and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
�e woman saw that the tree was beautiful with delicious food and that the tree 
would provide wisdom, so she took some of its fruit and ate it, and also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. �en they both saw clearly 
and knew that they were naked. So they sewed !g leaves together and made 
garments for themselves.

WONDER

• I wonder when you see snakeskin what is your !rst thought? What character 
trait comes to mind? Do you think of intelligence?

• Tell of a time when you did something a#er you were told not to?
• I wonder how the woman felt listening to the snake rather than God.
• Where is God found/felt in this scripture?
• What thoughts come to your mind as you view the last image?

PRAY

God of grace. God of good. God of love. I love your world and all the good things 
and people in it. But even good people sometimes mess up. Help me want what is 
good. Make me willing to hear and follow your voice. Amen.
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READ

Genesis 51:10-14, CEB

Create a clean heart for me, God;
put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me!
Please don’t throw me out of your presence;
please don’t take your holy spirit away from me.
Return the joy of your salvation to me
and sustain me with a willing spirit.
�en I will teach wrongdoers your ways,
and sinners will come back to you.
Deliver me from violence, God, God of my salvation,
so that my tongue can sing of your righteousness.

WONDER

• When have I wanted change, but also felt afraid of it or vulnerable?
• When have I felt most safe to change and grow?
• What might it feel like to be made new, faith-full and joy-full?
• What would I need to leave behind?

PRAY

Loving Creator:
Sometimes we want you to make us new–with clean hearts and faithful spirits. 
But other times, change makes us afraid. What might happen?
�en we remember this: Before you created us, you held back all the swirling cha-
os and scary darkness. You made a safe place for life to grow and $ourish.
We need you to make a safe place again. So we can change again, grow again, 
emerge again. Faith-full and joy-full! We trust your gentle creation in us, even 
though we don’t always feel ready.
Amen.
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READ

Revelation 22:1-5, CEB

�en the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, shining like crystal, $ow-
ing from the throne of God and the Lamb through the middle of the city’s main 
street. On each side of the river is the tree of life, which produces twelve crops 
of fruit, bearing its fruit each month. �e tree’s leaves are for the healing of the 
nations. �ere will no longer be any curse. �e throne of God and the Lamb will 
be in it, and his servants will worship him. �ey will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads. Night will be no more. �ey won’t need the light of a 
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine on them, and they will 
rule forever and always.

WONDER

• What does the Scripture text tell us about God?
• What do the images show us about God’s love for all creation?
• How may we respond to God’s love for all creation?

PRAY

�ank you, God, for the beauty and vitality of creation. Help us to love you, one 
another, and all creation through acts of compassion and justice.
Amen.
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READ

Matthew 3:1-3, CEB

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea announcing, 
“Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” He was the 
one of whom Isaiah the prophet spoke when he said:
�e voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight.”
John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He 
ate locusts and wild honey.
People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all around the Jordan River came 
to him. As they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River.

WONDER

• I wonder what it feels like to be in the wilderness?
• I wonder what it means to prepare for the Lord?
• I wonder what it was like for John to wear camel’s hair clothes and eat bugs?!
• I wonder what it felt like to be baptised in water while in the desert?

PRAY

When we wander into unknown lands, Steadfast God, call us home. When we 
forget where we belong, bring us close to you. When we trip and fall, stumbling 
through the wild terrain, give us your hand as a guide, Loving God. We ask in 
Jesus’ saving name. Amen.


